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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Evolution, 1939, Vol. 2: A Journal of Nature The most
famous person undoubtedly to inquire into the family antecedents of the eel was Aristotle, who left a record of
his opinion that eels have no sexes or eggs, and that they arise from the entrails of the sea. Later speculation.,
less negative, but no nearer the truth, derived them from snakes, worms, or beetles, and the latest suggestion,
emanating from New England even from clams. Why should it be so difficult to get the facts regarding the
development of these bizarre fishes? Anyone who has visited a fish hatchery has probably seen thousands of
tiny trout developing from eggs laid and fertilized in the waters of the hatchery. But only four years ago did
anyone ever see the egg of an eel, and only one person has ever studied its development. Now the matter is
simplicity itself. All anyone need do is to join a deep-sea exploring expedition, embark on a yacht equipped with
the last word in scientific apparatus, and proceed to a region of the Atlantic Ocean southwest of Bermuda - the
famed Sargasso Sea where, in 1925, William Beebe and his company of scientists reveled in their Arcturus
Adventure. Then you may watch the nets go down and scoop up quantities of the surface life of the sea, or
plankton. In this oozy sea soup may be found the larvae of eels, varying in size from a quarter of an inch to
cares inches in length, thin as a willow leaf, and of about the same shape. Dr. Beebe described them as mother-
of-pearl eyes swimming round by themselves, the body being perfectly...
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