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mature the scholar, the more should rules be brought into the foreground and the philosophy of language be
presented; whereas with younger students the right attitude toward speech can be largely inculcated in the vital
way of illustration and example, so that the interest is maintained and the fact brought home to the mind that
what is learned has an organic relation to daily living. To make good speech a sort of social obligation will
impress a child infinitely more than all the abstractions known as rules of grammar. There is no more
interesting, even fascinating subject than that of language use, whether relative to the old or young. Yet vital
books about language are the exception. There seems to be a wellnigh fatal penalty attached to the handling of
such a theme; to wit, the dryasdust manner, a lack of all freshness, color and movement. This is all the stranger
since we are all implicated in the questions of the use and abuse of the mother tongue and no topic is more
eagerly discussed or awakens a more alert attention. The little volume here following contains, it seems to me,
a thoroughly acceptable treatment of the principles of language use for the guidance of children. About the
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