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of necessity it is reducing the number of the medical profession in proportion to the people they have to care
for. Medicine, therefore, is becoming more wholesale and institutional, less retail and domiciliary. That of
necessity has placed an enormous responsibility upon the hospital, because the hospitals must be the
institutions in which the wholesale or group medicine is practised. The American College of Surgeons is
responsible for the standardization of hospitals, because in its early days it found it necessary to standardize its
own environments. For instance, in making a standard for admission to fellowship, it was necessary that we ask
the candidates to furnish us the reports of fifty major operations and fifty minor operations, in lieu of an
examination. These reports began to come in. They were on all kinds of forms. There was absolutely no
standard record on which they could give us the evidence of their own ability to practise surgery. Soon we were
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