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AESOP Publications, United Kingdom, 2014. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 140 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Drifting Between Empty Tramlines focuses on the lives of a group
of twenty-something women in the fictional town of Bridchester near Hull in the East Riding of Yorkshire in the
1970s. It was written in 1972 by Susan Noble, who died in 1974 at the age of 31. During the late 1960s and early
1970s, Susan worked in London, first at the Royal National Institute for the Blind and later at the National
Central Library. Like the Bridchester Records Office in the novel, the NCL - based in Store Street, not far from
the British Museum Library - was not open to the public. The atmosphere of the fictional records office, with all
its gossip and backbiting, was almost certainly based on that of Susan s daily working life; the office forms the
backdrop to the social, cultural, intellectual and emotional concerns of the central characters who grapple with
a range of issues from mental illness to marriage and motherhood, their relationships, affairs and break-ups,
their preoccupations over work and creativity, conflicts between feminism and traditional family roles, and
between academia and lived experience . And above all, throughout the novel, the question of what they should
be doing with their lives. While it isn t hard to see traces of Jane Austen in its moral and social satire, Drifting
Between Empty Tramlines also has elements of Bildungsroman and novels of ideas. The main protagonists -
Anna, Margot, Paula, Alison, Dana and June - embody some of the defining concerns and issues for women
during the tumultuous period of transition between the 1950s and 1970s, but in a much more autobiographical
sense, each of these characters strikingly...
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