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already laid upon them. Others, again, have recourse to all possible distractions, hoping thus to forget their
troubles, yet, sooner or later, they are forced to acknowledge the futility of all their efforts. The key to the
mystery is supplied by Christianity alone, which does not deny the existence of suffering, but reveals the purpose
that it is intended to serve, so that pain, when stripped of all that might mislead or deceive us, is transformed in
our sight, and we realize the sublime dignity conferred upon the sufferer, and, having come to regard sorrow
as a messenger sent by God in His mercy, we welcome it and even love it. For nearly two thousand years a
countless multitude have not only accepted suffering with willingness, but have sought it and prayed for it, as
the reward for their labours in Gods service. Those who are unfamiliar with the practice of our religion are
astonished that anyone can desire to suffer, and regard this desire as a mark of fanaticism or folly. From...
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